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Your S
ky B

uddy is ready for Fun at a m
om

ents notice.  C
lean, Q

uiet electric pow
er and Lightw

eight D
urable design m

akes this
m

odel aircraft a good choice for beginners and experts alike.  D
on’t discard the box!  It’s great for storing your S

ky B
uddy. P

ut
your S

ky B
uddy in the trunk of your car and you’ll be ready to fly w

herever you go.  The R
/C

 hobby becom
es m

ore and m
ore

enjoyable as your experience grow
s. If you take your tim

e and follow
 these instructions, your chances for success are very good

and you’ll be w
ell on your w

ay to becom
ing a com

petent R
/C

 pilot.  W
e hope you enjoy flying your S

ky B
uddy!
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• You have everything you need inside the box except for batteries -  Install 8

 “A
A” alkaline batteries in the transm

itter.

• M
ake your first flight on a day w

hen there is no w
ind, totally calm

, and in a field w
ith m

ore room
 than you think you w

ill need.

• D
o N

ot overcharge the flight pack battery, alw
ays use a stopw

atch or w
ristw

atch and don’t charge for m
uch longer than about

3
 m

inutes and you’ll be O
K

.  N
ever leave the batteries unattended w

hen they are charging, you should m
onitor the tem

perature
at all tim

es. M
ake sure your battery is drained before re-charging. The charged battery should be w

arm
 but not too hot. 

• R
em

em
ber that w

hen your S
ky B

uddy is flying tow
ards you, your controls w

ill seem
 “reversed” - it takes a w

hile to learn to fly
tow

ards yourself, you’ll find that the airplane w
ill turn the opposite w

ay you thought you w
ere going. It w

ill help you a lot if you
im

agine that you are sitting in the m
odel’s cockpit. 

• Full Throttle (Left S
tick) w

ill m
ake the S

ky B
uddy clim

b. The R
ight S

tick is for “steering” left and right.

• This m
icro airplane w

eighs less than 2
 ounces, but you should still take care to choose an appropriate flying site aw

ay from
cars, people etc. P

rotect Yourself A
nd O

thers by being safety conscious w
hen flying your m

odel airplane.

• If you are going “S
olo” right here and right now

 w
ithout reading the rest of these “destructions”, at least ensure that you are in

a big grassy field on a day w
ith no w

ind. Flying in a grassy field, the S
ky B

uddy can survive m
ost crashes w

ithout any dam
age.

• R
ead all safety w

arnings in this m
anual before flying, please turn the page and continue to read the m

anual!
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If you have never flow
n an R

/C
 aircraft, it is a good idea to get help from

 an experienced R
/C

 pilot, but if you can’t find one to help you learn,
the follow

ing w
ill help you:

• A
lw

ays m
ake short duration control m

ovem
ents for steering. B

y m
aking sm

all control m
ovem

ents, you reduce the risk of “oversteering” the
airplane in a turn.  There is alw

ays a little bit of tim
e lag betw

een your control stick m
ovem

ents and the change of m
otion in the S

ky B
uddy, so

try to m
ake sm

all changes rather than big changes to the flight path of the plane.  K
eep your eye on the plane and observe w

hat it is doing
and plan ahead.

• If you get confused w
hile flying the S

ky B
uddy, your best bet is to release the R

ight stick, and decide w
hether to apply full throttle or no

throttle w
ith your Left stick.  K

eep the airplane at a safe altitude, and concentrate on w
hich w

ay you need to turn, and then try a short duration
control m

ovem
ent to see if you got it right. 

• A
 typical flight could be as long as 6

 m
inutes, but it is probably a good idea to have a good place to land at all tim

es.  W
hen your flight pack

battery gets depleted, you w
ill notice that the S

ky B
uddy w

on’t clim
b as w

ell, this is usually a good tim
e to m

ake a landingbefore the 6
 m

inute
m

axim
um

 flight tim
e, and recharge the flight pack.

• A
lw

ays take off and land into the w
ind. This w

ill help slow
 the S

ky B
uddy dow

n and m
ake it easier to land.

• W
hen the S

ky B
uddy is com

ing tow
ard you, m

oving the R
ight stick causes the plane to turn left, but it appears to turn to your right. You have

to reverse the w
ay you control the right stick.  Im

agine yourself in the pilot’s seat and keep on practicing, you’ll get it.
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• The S
ky B

uddy A
irplane is constructed of light w

eight foam
 and should w

ithstand m
ost of the abuse of learning to fly. B

ut if the airplane sus-
tains som

e dam
age, here are som

e helpful hints to get you back up in the air:

• D
am

aged P
ropeller: To rem

ove the old propeller slide the supplied prop rem
oval tool betw

een the m
otor and the propeller, brace the m

otor
pod area w

ith one hand w
hile gently prying the prying the prop w

ith the other. To install a new
 prop, hold the m

otor pod area w
ith one hand

and gently press on the new
 prop w

ith the other hand. B
e careful not press the prop on so far that it binds w

ith the m
otor.

• If the Foam
 W

ing becom
es dam

aged, it can be repaired by aligning the broken area and applying a piece of cellophane tape across the
break.

• If the m
otor pods becom

e loose in a crash, you can re-attach them
 w

ith w
hite glue. You should be cautious of using other glues as it is possi-

ble that it could m
elt the foam

. If you are unsure, you can try applying som
e glue to the foam

 packaging of the airplane.  You should not use
S

uperglue or other C
yanoacrylate adhesives as they w

ill m
elt the foam

.
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P
lantraco guarantees this kit to be free of defects in both m

aterial and w
orkm

anship at the date of purchase.  This w
arranty does not cover

any com
ponent parts dam

aged by use or m
odification. In no case shall P

lantraco’s liability exceed the original cost of the purchased kit.
Further, P

lantraco reserves the right to change or m
odify this w

arranty w
ithout notice. N

o liability shall be assum
ed nor accepted for any dam

-
age resulting from

 the use by the user of the final user-assem
bled kit.  B

y the act of using the product, the user accepts all resulting liability.
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• IIMM
PP

OO
RR

TTAA
NN

TT!!N
ever leave the flight pack battery unattended w

hile charging!  A
lw

ays m
onitor battery tem

perature w
hile charging.

• The S
ky B

uddy in not intended for those under 1
2

-years of age unless a supervising adult is in attendance.

• N
ever fly near pow

er lines, at night, in traffic, above basketball gam
es, in the show

er, or during hailstorm
s, or w

hile sleeping.

• B
e aw

are and keep aw
ay from

 the spinning propellers, don’t tangle your hair or clothes in the prop, keep spectators behind you.

• B
efore flying your S

ky B
uddy you should do a range test to insure that the transm

itter batteries are still strong.  A
sk a friend to

hold your airplane 2
5

 feet aw
ay, w

ith the transm
itter antenna still collapsed test the m

otor controls.

• A
lw

ays extend the antenna fully w
hen flying; Flying w

ith a partially extended antenna could cause poor radio range.

• N
ever cut the radio antenna on the airplane, and note that the m

odel should not be m
odified in any w

ay for your first flights.

• A
lw

ays rem
ove the flight pack battery from

 the airplane after use
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• S

ky B
uddy Transm

itter and S
ky B

uddy Transm
itter antenna

• S
ky B

uddy A
irplane

• 2
 S

pare propellers
• R

ed Telltale indicator ribbon (attach to the transm
itter antenna)

• P
lastic S

tand (Yellow
 P

lastic 2
 pcs)

• N
iM

H
 Flight P

ack B
attery

• P
ropeller P

uller Tool (looks like a black disc w
ith a slot cut out of it - the slot is used to pull the prop from

 the m
otor shaft)

• Instructions (you are reading these now
)C
H

A
R

G
E

TH
E

F
LIG

H
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P
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C
K

B
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R

Y

P
lug the flight pack battery into the back of the transm

itter as show
n in the picture below

.  It is very im
portant to closely m

onitor
the battery tem

perature w
hen charging; the battery tem

perature is an indication of the charge status. O
nly charge the flight pack

battery until it becom
es w

arm
, not too hot. U

se a w
ristw

atch and tim
e how

 long the battery has been charging. A
 full charge

should take about 3
 m

inutes w
ith fresh transm

itter batteries, slightly longer (up to 5
 m

in) if the m
ain cells are getting depleted.

• NN
eevveerr  lleeaavvee  tthhee  fflliigghhtt  ppaacckk  bbaatttteerryy  uunnaatttteennddeedd  ww

hheenn  iitt  iiss  cchhaarrggiinngg,,  yyoouu  sshhoouulldd  mm
oonniittoorr  tthhee  tte emm

ppeerraattuurree  aatt  aallll  ttiimm
eess..

••NN
eevveerr  ttrryy  ttoo  rreecchhaarrggee  aa  fflliigghhtt  ppaacckk  bbaatttteerryy  tthhaatt  iiss  aallrreeaaddyy  cchhaarrggeedd..

To prevent dam
age to the airplane’s battery, m

ake sure that it is com
pletely dis-

charged before you recharge the cell.  A
fter a flight, if there is still som

e battery
pow

er left, you can run the m
otors dow

n for a few
 m

inutes to m
ake sure it is

discharged. This ensures that you w
on’t over-charge the cell next tim

e.

A
llow

 the flight pack battery to cool off after you have been flying before
recharging it again. 

Take note of the w
hite tab of tape hanging off the side of the flight pack battery.

This little tab of tape is w
hat you are going to use to pull the battery out of the

airplane fuselage w
hen you need to recharge it.

It is good to keep a count of how
 m

any charge cycles you have m
ade.

The transm
itter batteries, (8

 “A
A” A

lkaline
cells), should be good for 1

0
or m

ore charge cycles depending on their quality.  S
ince w

e
are depleting the transm

itter batteries through charging our
flight pack battery, it is a good habit to do a range check

of the transm
itter and aircraft before every flight.

The S
ky B

uddy flight pack is a 3
.6

 Volt,
1

5
0

m
A

h capacity, 3
-cell, N

ickel M
etal

H
ydride, “N

iM
H

” pack.  E
xtra or replace-

m
ent batteries are available from

your P
lantraco dealer w

here you
purchased your S

ky B
uddy, or

........from
 http://w

w
w

.plantraco.com
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• Sw
itch your Transm

itter “O
N

”,  the  LE
D

 on the Transm
itter should glow

 R
E

D
.

• O
pen the door on the underside of the S

ky B
uddy’s fuselage, plug the connector

into the m
atching airplane plug and insert the battery pack inside the airplane

fuselage.  C
lose/re-attach the door.

• H
old the airplane in your hand (or place it on the included plastic stand) and

m
ake sure the propellers are free to spin and safe from

 touching anything. 

• P
ush the left stick of the transm

itter forw
ards and you should notice that both

propellers spin at full speed.  The left stick is used as your throttle for m
ost R

/C
setups, so your flying skills w

ith the S
ky B

uddy w
ill help you w

ith other planes too.

• M
ove the R

ight stick left and right and notice the m
odulation of the m

otor thrust.
If you m

ove the R
ight stick to the left direction, you w

ill note that the right side
m

otor of the airplane is spinning faster than the left side m
otor of the airplane.

This w
ill cause the airplane to “steer to it’s left” in flight.  

• S
o your Left stick is for throttle and your right stick is for “steering” - it all seem

s
sim

ple at first, and it is.  Just rem
em

ber that the airplane w
ill alw

ays be turning
to “it’s left” or “it’s right”.  W

hen you fly the airplane it w
ill help a lot if you can

im
agine that you are in the cockpit holding the controls. W

hen the S
ky B

uddy is
flying tow

ards you, use your im
agination to flip yourself around - your body inside

the cockpit of the airplane looking tow
ards the “real” you, standing in the park. If

you can im
agine yourself in the plane, you can m

ake a turn by m
oving your R

ight
stick, and your S

ky B
uddy w

ill turn to the direction that you expected - and that’s
a good thing!   B

U
T: if you are a beginner and your plane is com

ing back
tow

ards you, and you m
ove your stick to m

ake a turn and the plane turns the
w

rong w
ay, Y

ikes!  You m
ight have to w

ait for the plane to safely finish its turn,
albeit in the w

rong direction, and concentrate on im
agining you are back in the

cockpit to regain control of the airplane’s flight path.  D
uring your first flight you

m
ight experience this “control reversal” issue, so definitely prepare for it.

• C
onsult the diagram

s on the side of the S
ky B

uddy box to review
 the controls

etc. - A
 picture is w

orth a thousand w
ords.
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• The S
ky B

uddy can fly indoor or outdoors, but for your first flight it is probably best to select a good grassy field free of trees, w
ires, poles or people. 

• M
ake your first flight on a day w

ith no w
ind.  A

ttach the “Tell-Tale” R
ibbon to the tip of the Transm

itter antenna to gauge w
ind.

• Throw
 your S

ky B
uddy horizontally (into the w

ind if there is any w
ind at all), and w

ith your other hand push the throttle stick forw
ards for full

throttle.  You w
ill see that your S

ky B
uddy w

ill start to clim
b skyw

ard.  D
o N

ot attem
pt to turn until your S

ky B
uddy has clim

bed to a safe alti-
tude.  S

m
all m

om
entary stick m

ovem
ents m

ight be ok just to keep the m
odel flying in a straight line, but if you m

ake a large turn w
hen you

are still low
 to the ground, you m

ay lose too m
uch altitude in the turn and crash. 

• O
nce the S

ky B
uddy is high enough, you can m

ake a turn by m
oving the R

ight stick to the direction you w
ant to turn, w

hile still holding the
Left stick forw

ards for full throttle. O
nce the m

odel is turned in the direction you w
ant, let go of the R

ight stick and let it spring back to the
m

iddle in order to resum
e straight flight. M

ake short duration control stick m
ovem

ents, try not to oversteer.

• R
educe your throttle to decrease altitude and use full throttle to clim

b.

• W
hen you notice a dim

inished m
otor speed and ability to clim

b, you can start to plan your landing. There is no landing gear, you can just skid to a stop
on the grass or sm

ooth ground.
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